I's Episcopal church

February 2009

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The following is my Annual Report for 2008 given during the service
on Jan. 18", 2009. | promised a hard copy, and here it is. Just a quick re-
minder before you dive in, Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday are coming
up fast. Shrove Tuesday is Feb. 24™, and there will be a Pancake Supper
fund raiser for the kids going to Mexico on Breakout. Ash Wednesday, is of
course, the following day, Feb. 25"™. Now begins my Annual Report.

As has been my custom for over ten years now, my annual report is
also my sermon. | do this because the meeting has already begun when we
processed into church and this service started. Actually, it's very Trinitarian,
as there are three parts to this day. There’s our worship and prayer together.
There’s our fellowship and sharing a meal together. Then there’s our busi-
ness. Hopefully the first two parts help to set the tone for the third. And ac-
tually, this year, I'm going to hold off on the dismissal until we conclude our
business, just to emphasize the importance of how the three parts of this day
are intertwined into one whole.

This has been my first full year with you as your Interim Rector. Last
year | had only been here five months when | had to get up and do this, so
I'm happy to report that there was a lot less anxiety surrounding my prepara-
tion this year.

As in any year in any church, there’'s been the good, the not so good,
and the bad. Overall, | think the good outweighs the bad, but you still have
to look at all of it to get a true picture.

So let's start with the good. We're still here, we're still worshipping,
we're still praying, we're still blessed in more ways than we can count. | fear
that sometimes we don’t notice the blessings that we receive and have, but
they are there none the less.

In an intentional effort, the Vestry worked at trying to rebuild the
sense of family and community that was such a hallmark of this parish. One
of those efforts was having three combined services during the summer and



two or three more when the opportunity arose during the year, such as All
Saints Sunday last November and this morning. Personally, I truly enjoy these
services. | love looking out and seeing a full church. Nothing quite compares
to that. 1 also love the full and vibrant voices praising God in the prayers and
the music. Not that we don't get that at other times in both services, but
there’s something special when the full community comes together like this.
And, | have to admit, I'm always up for a good meal!

Day after day, I'm always amazed at God’s goodness and the bless-
ings he has bestowed upon this family. All of you are a blessing, to me, to
each other, to the church. Although maybe sometimes a little less so than at
other times, but we all have our moments. We are blessed with this beautiful
building. We are blessed with wonderful musicians who share their talents.
We are blessed with numerous ministries that I'm not going to list because it
would take too long. We are blessed with people dedicated to the life, work,
and ministry of following our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

But despite all these blessings, we still have our troubles and chal-
lenges, just as any family or church has. We did lose some members over the
last year. It's not surprising, but it's still hard. Some were more active than
others, but that’s not really the issue. The fact is that it is hard to lose any
member. What we need to remember is that God is at work in that some-
where. We may not understand it, and we may never know the reasons why,
but we must continue to pray for them and hope that they are following the
path that our Lord wants them to follow.

We have come together more as a family over the past year, but
there are still issues that can divide us if we let them. The actions of the Na-
tional Church and events elsewhere in the Communion are a constant distrac-
tion and easily become all consuming. Yes, those actions and events affect
us, and often it seems as if everything is spiraling out of control. The reality,
though, is that we do have control. We control how those actions and events,
statements and divisions, affect us here. We can let forces from outside come
in and divide us, or we can take control, manage those forces, and continue
the true work and ministry of St. Paul's. I'm not saying that we ignore those
forces, but that we don't let them take over.

How do we do that? First and foremost, we keep our focus on God
and our Savior Jesus Christ. That is number one. And you all know what can
happen when you do that. Just look around. Second, we have the forum
discussion group on the third Tuesday of the month. The last couple of meet-
ings we had were really good, and they provide a safe environment for candid
discussion of issues facing us as a congregation, the national church, and the
communion. Third, when we have bible studies, prayer book classes, pro-
grams, small groups, those are times for spiritual growth, learning, fellowship,
nurturing, and deepening our relationships with each other and with our Lord.
Use them for that. Those times are precious and valuable beyond measure,
and so incredibly important in the life and work of a church. Don't let the



politics and debates of the national church and the communion poison those
times and take them over. The loss would be too great.

The coming year is actually a rather exciting one. Yes, there will be
more news and events in the National Church for us to discuss, but as | said,
we need to control how we deal with those things and not let them take over.
The economy and the loss of jobs affect us all, but that's also an opportunity
for new ministries and outreach. Finding new ways to reach out to our com-
munity and minister to those in need. Finding new ways to “know Jesus
Christ and to share His love.”

The Search Committee is hard at work trying to find “that one person
whom God has called to serve His people in this place.” It's not an easy task,
so pray for them every day, because they need your help and your support.

And finally, I want to thank all of you for your hard work and your
support over the past year. There were ups and downs, but we worshiped
together, prayed together, worked together, served together, and through the
Grace of God, we are still here doing those very same things together. Last
year | said that | wanted to be able to stand here and see God's kingdom on
earth. We are the Body of Christ. We are a reflection of God’s Kingdom on
this earth. It may be a bit fuzzy and dark at times, but the light continues to
shine through the darkness, and the Holy Spirit continues to lead us.

But the only way to keep that darkness at bay though, is to intention-
ally keep our focus on Jesus. And to do this, we must do what all Christians
everywhere must do. We must repent, we must forgive, we must love, and
we must rejoice. Rejoice in the fellowship we have with each other and our
Lord. Rejoice in the blessings He has bestowed upon us. Rejoice in the love
that he so freely gives to us, rejoice in our love for Him, and rejoice in our
love for each other. As Saint Paul himself wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always,
again | will say rejoice.”

Jesus is Lord! All the time!

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Guy



ADULT BIBLE STUDY

I wanted to share with you some of the things we talk about on Sunday
mornings in class. | am always amazed at the lively and thought-provoking
discussions that take place! We learned that the Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control) are vir-
tues that benefit both believers and unbelievers. They are given to us by the
Holy Spirit, not just by trying to discipline ourselves or keep the letter of the
Law.

Did you know that the Bible talks about fruit alot? We find it in the Old Testa-
ment 106 times and in the New Testament 70 times. Jesus Himself talked
much about the fruit of the spirit and of bearing fruit. John 15 speaks plainly
of our relationship to Jesus and in Matthew 7:15-20, Jesus says we will be
recognized by our fruit. How does that saying go---"They will know we are
Christians by our love (fruit)?"

As we yield to the Holy Spirit, these virtues will enter our lives, and that is
important because:

1. Itis pleasing to God

2. They benefit others

3. They are a sign of Christ in us

4. They are used for discernment - a kind of measuring stick

One Bible scholar put it this way: "l am not to judge you, but I am a fruit

inspector, and | have a right to look at the fruit you are producing." What
kind of fruit are we producing in our lives? And as we think about that, we
never really know what kind of fruit we are bearing until it gets squeezed!

Come Holy Spirit . . .

In His service,
Cynthia Hackworthy
651-247-9338 or 715-386-8003
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Deadline for submitting articles
for the next newsletter is
March 20th!

1 Bob & Eileen Shoemaker—A
5 Chuck Williams
Bruce Dickerson
Ayla Jo Granberg
7 Greta Schuler
9 Susan Gerard
11 Alex Cooley
13 Amy Dickerson
14 Richard & Tracy Conover—A
15 Tracy Conover
Steve Hamill
Evy Nerbonne
Sten Schuler
16 Eileen Shoemaker
19 Nathan Washington
Michael Tolbert
20 Corey Pratt
21 C.R. Hackworthy
24 Rose Rasmus
25 Betty Brower

28 Kim Ball
Keith & Karen Solimar-A
29 Beth Schneider

If your special day isn'’t listed,
please contact the church office.
Thanks!
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KITCHEN EQUIPMENT

We encourage all parishioners to familiarize themselves with the
kitchen. You will find some truly superb equipment there. Whether you are
hosting a coffee hour, a Lenten Supper or just being a helper in the kitchen,
the more you know, the more confident and competent you will feel when
working there. Instruction manuals are in a notebook on the counter next
to the coffee pots. . Another resource is our kitchen expert, Karen Solimar.
She will instruct or guide anyone willing to spend a little time learning. Oth-
ers are willing to pass on what they know. You will probably get by one way
or the other, but really, do become informed. You are welcome to ask for
someone to work with you the first few times you are serving coffee.

We have a dishwasher like the one you probably have at home. It is lo-
cated across from the refrigerator. Dishwasher soap is under the sink, just
like at home. The other "dishwasher" is a DISH SANITIZER. It is located
across from the coffee pots. The important thing to remember about the
sanitizer is that dishes must be scraped and rinsed IN HOT SOAPY WATER
before putting them into the racks. For instance if there is lipstick on the
cups or glasses, the sanitizer will not remove it. The following article, writ-
ten by Karen, will be a good reminder for those who regularly use the sani-
tizer as well. Please read on:

HOBART COMMERCIAL DISH SANITIZER

The Hobart Commercial “Dishwasher” is really a Dish Sanitizer!
What that means is that A/ dishes and flatware need to be scraped
and rinsed in hot soapy water before “washing” them in the
Hobart. There is no need to add soap or rinse additive. The Hobart
does that automatically. If items do not appear clean, check to
make sure the automatic dispensers (under kitchen sink across
from coffee maker) have soap/rinse agents in them. Extra supplies
are in the storeroom.

Prior to using, check to make sure the two filters are clean. The large filter
is on the inside bottom of the Hobart. There is a second smaller “basket”
filter underneath the large filter.

At least Y2 hour before using, push the “on” button and the Hobart will be-
gin heating the water to be used. The water temperature should be about
180 F. for the dish sanitizer to work properly. Just before using, push the
“wash” button and let one cycle go through without dishes in it. This en-
sures the temperature is hot enough. Load "prepared" dishes in the racks.
(Be sure there is adequate space for water to flow between dishes.) Push
the “wash” button. The sanitizer “washes” and “rinses” the dishes in about
three minutes. After the “rinse” light goes out, you may remove the dishes
onto a bath towel laid out on the counter. (Bath towels are in the bottom



drawer under the Tea Cupboard.) Let dishes air-dry. They are extremely hot
and will dry quickly. The next load of dishes may be put in the sanitizer imme-
diately after taking out the previous load. (No need to wait!) After all dishes
have been sanitized, push the “Off” button. The Hobart will empty automati-
cally. Open the door to let it cool. Then clean and rinse the large filter on the
bottom of the Hobart. Lastly place a washcloth or dishtowel in the door of the
Hobart to facilitate air movement. . . . Karen Solimar

Submitted by Elisabeth Nelson, 381-0011

ATTENTION!

The mailboxes in the fellowship hall have been shifted slightly, so
yours MAY be in a little different spot. We have added boxes for
the families of:

Wyland

Emily Conover

Networks (in alpha order now)
Hudson Mom's Group

Pratt

Jeffrey, Kathryn

Johannsen

Wenzel

If somehow we have missed putting a mailbox in for your family
(after all, we're human), just let the office know...

OR if you are in need of a nametag, please let the office know.

—-Thanks!

Member submissions to the Newsletter are appreciated and encouraged. We will do our best to
include them (if we receive too many, there may be space limitations). Please get them to Janine
in the church office by the 20th of each month.  Thanks!




Happy New Year!

The start of the New Year always begins with our annual meeting. This year's
was well attended and | observed couple of things that I'd like to share with
you.

The meeting began as they always do with messages from the wardens.
While listening to Ted’s presentation, | looked around and came to what some
may be surprised to realize. Every one of the seventy of so people present
has done more for St. Paul's than just attend the Sunday services. | could
find no one who at some time over the past year has not done something for
the Church or for God. 1| can remember coming to St. Paul's the first time
years ago and Fr. B saying something about sharing our time, talents, and/or
treasures with God. Every one of us has fixed-up, picked-up, sang prayed for
and/or paid to have something done according to God’'s will for St. Paul’s.
Please accept my apology for not naming each one of you and how you have
done God'’s will. 1 just know | would forget someone. But | would like to tell
some things people have done that you may not have noticed.

1. Replaced the motion sensor in Sunday School bathroom.

. Replaced tower light, ballast and converter on entry

. Cleaned carpet of entire church with cleaner purchased for church

by member.

. Installed lights on main church sign on Country UU.

. Replaced kitchen door with windowed exit door

. Repaired dishwasher in kitchen

. Repaired coffee machine in kitchen.

. Purchased 2 12-foot lighted artificial Xmas trees for next year at

year end sale.

9. 50+members of our congregation helped with spring clean-up and
one lady even did some painting without my help.

10. Around 20 members helped decorate and un-decorate the church
for Christmas

11. Several men cooked a Shrove Dinner to raise money for Networks
Kids trip

12. Several softball players cooked a benefit dinner to pay for equip-
ment and fees

13. | think two men replaced lola’s mailbox which had been knocked
down by snowmobilers at least 3 times last year.

14. Our two natural Christmas trees were donated by one of our

church families

15. We have a resident Garbologist amongst us

16. Professional cleaning people tend to our needs each week at no
cost

17. A lady cleans foyer and office windows weekly

w N

00 ~NO O~



18. Another lady dusts our furniture weekly

19. Someone sweeps floors in sacristy and kitchen areas weekly

20. We replace light bulbs in chandeliers when blown throughout the
church

21. We fertilize our lawn in summer

22. Two ladies weed out gardens in summer

23. We power wash the playground furniture each summer

24. A man disposes of our used Christmas trees each year

25. Two people made sure the worship area is cleaned for services
each week.

26. We have a resident florist who maintains our flower needs each
week.

27. And let us not forget the Altar Guild and what they do each week
for us.

There are many people who contribute their time, talents and treasures, and |
know of at least 70 of them. | was asked by one of the neighboring churches,
“ Who do we have to maintain our church?” The answer was... we do most of
it ourselves. They couldn’t believe it. It is just one other reason why St. Paul's
is special...we, the people are special.

Another way we are special is even though we disagree, we still share God’s
love for each other. We are able to talk things out and com up with an an-
swer that is acceptable to everyone. Even a 29-28 vote on the budget could
not deter us from reaching a solution acceptable to our church family. A solu-
tion found after everyone had been given an opportunity to voice their opin-
ion. My only disappointment was that we couldn't talk longer. Everything |
heard was great until the end. There was no Packer game so why could'nt
we have talked longer? | know...I know...time...time is of the essence, but
what about God's time? He was there with us.

The rest of the meeting was worthwhile to me. | appreciated Dr. Paul's com-
ments on the national front. | found his comments informative and viewed
them as a function of the Vestry to help inform and update the congregation
on national issues. We need to know how those issues affect us locally.

We need to remember our mission or some people call it our vision statement.
Isn’t it...To know Jesus Christ and to Share His Love. At the Annual meeting |
say love. Sure we disagreed but we respected each other’s opinion. We basi-
cally shared His love. | found the comments of Cynthia and Pastor Rom very
interesting. | believe the 18 months are over and it is time for us to move on
and share His love with others as well as amongst ourselves.

FOOD
As promised, | have cooked and/or baked Cinder’s Sloppy Joe’s recipe on



page 88. Being the accomplished cook that | am, could someone help me?
Please explain to me— what a medium onion and a 1/4 bottle of ketchup is?
Is a medium onion the size of a softball, golf ball, or tennis ball? Is a 1/4 bot-
tle of ketchup from a 20, 32 or 32 oz. size hottle?

By the way Cinders, | have just finished two buns filled with Sloppy Joe’s rec-
ipe. As usual your stuff was great. It's the first time that | can remember
eating something with lemon juice and vinegar in it...at least that I've made.
Next time it will be Patty Giffen's recipe.

As always, | remain...

The Wandering Warden,

Ed

Have a Great Day!

—-Announcements —-

THE ROARING 20’s JAZZ BENEFIT
CONCERT& SILENT AUCTION

Plan to attend a Silent Auction/Raffle and FREE Benefit Concert at
7:30pm on Saturday, February 7". Best Western Hudson House
Inn, 1616 Curve Crest Drive in Hudson is hosting a fundraiser for
Turningpoint in River Falls. Enjoy an evening of jazz from the swing
era while raising funds for victims of domestic and sexual vio-
lence. Turningpoint provides free and confidential 24 hour crisis
counseling, temporary food & shelter and support groups for women
and children in Pierce and St. Croix counties.

Goodwill offering appreciated. = Contact Eldene Rosenwinkel at
651.260.1600 if you are interested in donating an item or service to
the auction/raffle.




St. Paul’s Supports
Open Door Rescue Mission

St. Paul's Band of Brothers men’s group has extended its support to the es-
tablishment of the Open Door Rescue Mission to be located in Hudson. Kwik
Trip or Kwik Star station/stores has graciously offered to donate 20% of gen-
erated gift card sales to help Open Door Rescue Mission enter into an agree-

ment to occupy the old ‘Bear Buddies’ building.

For example, if you purchase a $100 gift card Kwik Trip or Kwik Star will
donate $20 to the mission. You get $100 worth of gas and/or goods and the
reward for helping the disadvantaged, needy, and homeless sharing the love

and grace of Jesus Christ.

Information is available in the church narthex. See Kevin Cooley (715-386-
0559) or Don Kadidlo (715-386-2010) for information and/or gift card pur-
chases regarding this outreach program. Gift cards are available in $20, $50,
and $100 amounts. Cash or checks only.

Trinity Academy

Several St. Paul's families, including our own, have sent their children to Trin-
ity Academy, for a God-centered education that delivers excellent academics.
We encourage our fellow parishioners to look at Trinity for their own children
or to support it financially. Upcoming next week are a couple of events that
we wanted to make you aware of.

First, for families with children entering grades pre-K through 5™ grade next
year who would like to learn more about the school there are two open
houses:

-Tuesday, February 3" at 7pm, Downtown location, 1205 6" Street
-Thursday, February 5™ at 7pm, Trinity Family Center, 614 Badlands Road

Second, the Trinity Academy Gala will be held on Saturday, February 7" at
the Hudson Country Club. Music and silent auction begin at 6:00pm with din-
ner at 7:30pm and the live auction at 8:30pm. Tickets are $45 and can be
purchased from Carla Hamill who is the Gala Co-Chair. This is the main fund-
raising event for the school, and this year the theme is “Frosted Nights...
Glimmering Lights”. Highlighting this year's Gala will be the give away of a
“Cross of Light” diamond to one lucky attendee. This unique diamond is cut to
show three different Christian crosses and has 16 more facets than other
round cut diamonds.

If you would like more information, please contact Steve or Carla Hamill at
715-386-8678 or the Trinity Academy office at 715-386-9349.




St. Paul’s Servant Schedule: February 2009

Date Time | Acolytes Eucharistic Min Lector Greeters/ Pray bfr worship | Healing Prayer
Ushers
2/1 8:00 T Granberg B Dickerson R Brower Pogalz B Rupert K Cooley
10:30 | A Granberg E Shoemaker C Hackworthy Granbergs C Hackworthy K Solimar
2/8 8:00 | R Kadidlo V Barber L Barber Dickerson D Martin
10:30 | 5 gal N Cicero N Cicero Singerhouse N Cicero K Peterson
M Blanchard
2/15 8:00 | J Kadidlo J Conover V Cooley Conovers E Slamkowski K Cooley
10:30 | T Stuber J Harrelson B Ruper Marbens D Ingram K Larsen
P McGinnis
2/22 8:00 | A Dickerson C Pogalz D Martin E Slamkowski R Brower
K Cooley
10:30 | Z Larsen J Freese K Larsen Blanchards K Larsen J Kircher
A Granberg K Larsen
Notes:

e If you cannot serve when scheduled, please arrange a switch and change the kiosk schedule @ 386-2348.
e Acolytes & Eucharistic Ministers: if help is needed, please vest during the Peace and join the Worship service.
e All: If you are being scheduled incorrectly or are missing from a schedule and wish to participate, please contact Kim Larsen at 425-0015 or

klars@mac.com.
e Healing prayers: please recruit someone to stand and pray with you.
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St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church
502 County Road UU
Hudson, WI 54016

Office Hours

Monday-Friday 10 am-1 pm

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8am Holy Eucharist 9:30 am FOCD 9-11 am Hudson 8:30 am Band of Brothers
Traditional Service 2-3 pm Women’s Mom’s Group
9:15 am Adult Bible Study Bible Study 11 am-1 pm
Children’s Sunday Scho_ol 3-5 Networks Holy Eucharist
10:30 am Holy Euchgrlst Middle High Bag Lunch Bible Study
Contemporary Service 6-9 Networks Senior High
6:30 pm Evening Prayer 7 pm Prayer Book Class
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
8am Holy Eucharist 9:30 am FOCD 9-11 am Hudson
Traditional Service 2-3 pm Women’s Mom’s Group
9:15 am Adult Bible Study Bible Study 11 am-1 pm
Children’s Sunday Scho_ol 3-5 Networks Holy Eucharist
10:30 am Holy Euchgrlst Middle High Bag Lunch Bible Study
Contemporary Service 6:30 pm Evening Prayer 6-9 Networks Senior High
7:00 pm Vestry 7 pm Prayer Book Class
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8am Holy Eucharist — Fr. Guy Vacation —-
Traditional Service 9:30 am FOCD 9-11 am Hudson
9:15 am Adult Bible Study 2.3 ) ) Newsletter
- ; -3 pm Women’s Mom'’s Group . s
Children’s Sunday School : Submissions
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Bible Study 11am-1pm
o ly . 6:30 o Evening 3-5 Networks Holy Eucharist Due!!!
porary 30 pm Evening Frayer Middle High Bag Lunch Bible Study
7:00 pm Forum 6-9 Networks Senior High
6:30 Quilting
22 23 24 25 Ash Wednesday 26 27 28

8 am Holy Eucharist
Traditional Service
9:15 am Adult Bible Study
Children’s Sunday School
10:30 am Holy Eucharist

Contemporary Service

5:30-7:30 pm Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper
6:30 pm Evening Prayer

9:30 am FOCD
2-3 pm Women’s

Bible Study

3-5 Networks
Middle High

6-9 Networks Senior High
7 pm Ash Wednesday
Service

9-11 am Hudson
Mom'’s Group
11 am-1 pm
Holy Eucharist
Bag Lunch Bible Study
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Our Vision Statement:

To Know 7 Jesus Christ and to Share His Love
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Address:

502 County Road UU, Hudson, WI 54016-7583
Office: 715-386-2348 Fax: 715-386-2542
E-mail = spechudson@sbcglobal.net

Services:

Sun. 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Traditional
9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study/Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School
Youth Confirmation Class
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Praise Service
Tues: 6:30 p.m Evening Prayer
Wed. 2:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study
3:00 p.m. NETworks Middle High
6:00 p.m. NETworks Senior High
Thur. 9:00 a.m. Hudson Mom’s Group Meeting
11:00 a.m. Eucharist/Bag Lunch/Bible Study

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Clergy:

The Rev. Guy Usher, Interim Rector
The Rev. Richard McGinnis, Associate

NETworks Youth Director: Dave Pulsfus
Episcopal Church Women: Patti Muenich
Band of Brothers: Ted Firth

Men’s Ministry: Ed Slamkowski
Operation H.E.L.P. 715-386-0881

*Small Group Bible Study: Sunday and
Wednesday evenings

* Inquirer’s Class is offered in the fall and early
spring. Call the church office for dates, times
and locations

We're on-line!!

www.stpaulshudson.faithweb.com
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